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six. This child wears the blue ribbon and the in-
signia of the Holy Ghost; it is the Dauphin.

The Queen's sad expression is easily explained:
Marie Antoinette had just lost her second daughter,
Sophie Beatrix, who died when a year old, and this
sad death, coinciding with the outbreak of calumny
and the first threatening of the Revolutionary storm,
was for the unhappy mother's tender heart a great
sorrow and an unhappy omen. June 25, 1787,
Madame Elisabeth wrote to her friend, the Mar-
chioness of Bombelles: " Your relatives will have told
you that Sophie died the day after I wrote to you. . . .
My niece [later the Duchess of AngoulSme] has
been most admirable; she showed a tenderness uncom-
mon at her age. Her poor little sister is very fortu-
nate. She has escaped all dangers. I, in my idleness,
regret that I did not share her lot in my childhood.
To console myself, I tended her carefully, hoping that
she would pray for me. I count much on that. If you
only knew how pretty she was when she lay dying!
It is inconceivable. The night before, she was pink
and white, not at all emaciated; indeed, most lovely."

The little Princess had been conceived at the mo-
ment when the trial of the necklace began. She was
the last comer, the pledge of a conjugal harmony
which calumniators and evil tongues had not been
able to disturb, in spite of every invention of malice.
Her death was the prelude of the afflictions of every
sort that were about to fall upon the unhappy Marie
Antoinette.